NEPHAK and the GFATM GC8 Funding Request.
As Kenya embarked on the journey to renewal of the partnership with the Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria (https://t.co/4LGIz84ytc) through the Grant Cycle 8 (GC8), NEPHAK was nominated by the Kenya CCM (KCM) to be part of the GC8 Funding Request Core team. NEPHAK also joined a number of HIV and TB program modules and leading the dialogue and consultative meetings with communities to inform the process. Among the program modules that NEPHAK representatives are working on are: HIV Program (Treatment, Care and Support, Vertical Transmission Program; TB/HIV [this time, partially under TB program]; Integrated Prevention that include adolescent girls and young women) and; TB program (TB Preventive Therapy (TPT); TB Treatment and MDR TB). 

In the engagement in the GC8 application process, NEPHAK prioritized the needs and aspirations of communities and especially people living with, at risk of and affected with HIV while at the same time taking cognizance of the country needs as spelt out in the Kenya allocation letter. The network also worked alongside other communities networks with the aim of capturing a list of highest priority recommended interventions from the perspective of communities and civil society most affected by the three diseases, even if these are not prioritized in the final funding request submitted to the Global Fund. It is our hope that this information will be used by the Global Fund to assess the effectiveness of country dialogue and to give a fuller picture of community needs.
During the writing, NEPHAK strongly advocated for interventions that would avert new HIV infections and end AIDS related deaths as captured in the Kenya Allocation Letter which stated in part that Kenya should … “intensify efforts to reduce the persistently high MTCT rate (which remains significantly above the 5% WHO benchmark), reduce AIDS related mortality (which has been stagnant over the past 5 years), and reduce the disproportionately high new HIV infections among key and vulnerable populations.”
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